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On May 11, the state-run oil company PEMEX announced plans to issue pre-paid credit cards
for use exclusively in PEMEX service stations. The cards, which will be issued through Banco de
Comercio (Bancomer) in denominations of 300 nuevo pesos (US$88), 500 nuevo pesos (US$148), and
1,000 nuevo pesos (US$296), will become effective in June.
The cards will initially be accepted only in the Mexico City area, but PEMEX officials expect to
eventually expand the coverage area to include selected stations on routes between Mexico City
and locations on the US-Mexico border, such as Tijuana and Matamoros. This is expected to benefit
transportation companies, which use these routes extensively.
Bancomer officials told reporters that 60 service stations in Mexico City will be ready to accept the
cards once they become effective in June. Another 40 facilities will be added in July, and 300 more
stations each month after that. According to the English-language Mexico City newspaper The
News, only 25,000 cards will be issued initially. The newspaper, which was quoted by the official
news agency Notimex, said commercial and private customers will be able to use the card for any
Pemex service
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